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	Term
	Definition
	Example
	Parent Tip

	A or an
	Use 'a' before a consonant sound and 'an' before a vowel sound.
	a dragon, a unicorn, an apple, an hour
	Remember: listen to the sound, not just the first letter.

	Adjectives
	Words that describe a noun.
	The enormous volcano erupted.
	Ask: What is it like?

	Adverbs
	Describe a verb, adjective or another adverb.
	The Roman soldier marched proudly.
	Many end in -ly.

	Apostrophes
	Show possession or missing letters.
	Sophie's book; don't
	Can show ownership or contraction.

	Apostrophes for contraction
	Show omitted letters.
	I am → I'm
	The apostrophe replaces missing letters.

	Compound words
	Two words joined.
	football, classroom
	Can split into two real words.

	Conjunctions
	Join words or clauses.
	I wore my coat because it was cold.
	Think 'joining words'.

	Consonants
	All letters except a, e, i, o, u.
	b c d f g
	21 consonants.

	Expanded noun phrases
	A noun with extra description.
	the fierce, fire-breathing dragon
	Makes writing more interesting.

	Homophones
	Same sound, different spelling/meaning.
	their / there / they're
	Check meaning carefully.

	Inverted commas
	Punctuation for direct speech.
	"Please sit down," said Mrs Jones.
	Speech starts with a capital.

	Past progressive tense
	Something that was happening.
	We were exploring the museum.
	was/were + verb ending -ing

	Plurals
	More than one.
	baby → babies
	Sometimes add -s, -es or change y→ies.

	Prefixes
	Added to the beginning.
	happy→unhappy
	Changes meaning.

	Prepositions
	Show place or time.
	The bag is under the table.
	Try: in, on, under, behind.

	Present perfect tense
	Something has happened already.
	I have finished my reading.
	has/have + past participle

	Subordinating conjunctions
	Joins a main clause and subordinate clause.
	She wanted to leave because it was raining.
	because, although, if, when

	Suffixes
	Added to the end.
	help→helpful
	Can change meaning or word class.

	Verbs
	Doing, being or having words.
	The children laughed.
	Every sentence needs one.

	Vowels
	a, e, i, o, u
	apple begins with a vowel.
	5 vowels.

	Word classes
	Categories of words.
	noun, verb, adjective, adverb
	Each has a different job.



